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Construction

First, fold each A4 sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the centre
dotted line of the first A4 sheet. (pages 1/2/9/10)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure
to cut to the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers
at the top. Curl the bottom half of the second A4 page (pages
3/4/15/16).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first A4
page. Repeat this process with the third (pages 5/6/13/14) and
fourth A4 sheet (pages 7/8/11/12) with the even pages in
ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the
pagination. Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal
axis.
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Travelling clichés.

So | filled my time, | went to the art gallery and saw some fabulous heroic
scenes. | went to church and visited a mausoleum to a sculptor (a sculptor
of smooth alabaster buttocks and breasts). The pyramid of marble that made
up it's facade surpassed a nearby memorial for a head of state, it was larger,
more beautiful, more monumental. | eat garlicky squid cooked in black sticky
ink, swirling about in a wet warm corn mush. | walked down to the boat yard
and saw the asymmetrical building of the local craft that are designed to glide
with a sideways drift. | made love all afternoon in the hotel bedroom with the
companion who was busy. | walked the laundry-hanging back alleys and trod
in the dog excrement. | drank too much at dinner with friends and blushed
easily. There were no children around. This is a city where people do not often
give birth and it is a city where the cemetery is full and there is no space for
the dead.

| waited for
Sunday.

| decide that | will copy the recording and leave it for you so you can copy the
file onto your desktop if you think you might want it later, or ignore it if it isn't
what you are interested in. | would know that you would know, it was there for
you anyway.

THE ISLAND BELL
KATHARINE MEYNELL
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In my sleep | can’t
find the map but |
know it takes 8
minutes to reach
the earth from the
sun.

We got up early and walked quickly to the quay on the north side of the island,
where we caught a number 12 ferry. It was very bright, very cold. | had my
daughter's coat with a fake fur collar wrapped tightly around me, my grandmother's
gloves on with a button missing from the cuff.

We took photographs and we let the video run most of the way.

Where we disembarked the heavy machinery was motionless, walking between
channels of water on reclaimed land it was silent except for the taking off and
landing of planes in the distance. The buildings seemed closer than before.
We went round the back to the tall red brick tower. The gate to it was shut,
but we slipped through beside a wooden post and went up to the bell tower
door. It was locked.

We walked back around to the building at the front and with my limited
vocabulary | asked if we could have access to the bell ringing. They understood
my faltering words and carefully explained that it was closed from November
to April.

We waited outside on the grass for a long while. | listlessly let the DAT run
over the mid day hour in case the bell rang anyway. Nothing happened so we
returned to the ferry. My companion expected me to be upset, but | was
relieved. | recorded the ferry engine as we crossed back to the city-island
where we were staying. | went back up to the hotel room and had a hot shower
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